L’Euro:  Qu’est-ce que c’est?  (What is the Euro ?)
Grades :  Beginning French

Overview :  This unit provides students with general information about the development of the European Union and the euro in preparation for using the euro in a French café setting.

Time:  5 – 45 minute class periods

Objectives:  The students will understand . . .
· the impetus behind the development of the European Union

· various aspects of membership in the European Union

· the location, political system, year of entry, capital city, size, population, currency, geography, economy, famous people, cuisine, and tourism of the member states of the European Union

· the development and design of the euro

Materials Needed:

· computer laboratory
· large outline map of Europe 
· pre-cut outline of EU countries
· poster board and markers for student presentations
· Powerpoint about the European Union with SmartBoard (interactive white board)
http://europa.eu/abc/euslides/ppt/eu_in_slides_en.ppt#1
· paired activity:
http://europa.eu/abc/keyfigures/index_en.htm
· animated EU expansion map:
http://europa.eu/abc/history/animated_map/index_en.htm
· individual presentation:
http://europa.eu/abc/european_countries/eu_members/index_en.htm
· symbols of EU:
http://europa.eu/abc/symbols/index_en.htm
· descriptions and images of euros:
http://www.eurocoins.co.uk/images1euros.html

www.fleur-de-coin.com/eurocoins/introduction.asp
Directions:

A. Teacher will provide a brief history of the European Union through the use of the Powerpoint and SmartBoard.
B. Paired activity:  Pairs of students will choose/be assigned one of the nine (9) topics from “Key Facts and Figures About Europe and the Europeans”.  They will use the website to prepare a brief written summary of their topic for presentation to the class.

C. Individual research/presentation:  Students will research a member state and make a presentation to the class.  Topics will include:  the year of entry, political system, capital city, total area, population, currency, geography, economy, famous people, cuisine, and tourism.
D. Student Presentations:

Paired activity:  The summary will be divided equally between the students and should last no more than five (5) minutes.

Individual presentation:  The student will prepare poster which will include a “fact sheet” covering the required topics, a picture of the flag, and will paste a pre-cut outline of the country onto the large outline map of Europe.  The length should be no more than five (5) minutes.
E. Students will complete the “”French Euro” chart in order to learn the physical description of euros.  They will focus on the French design for coins, while learning about the seven (7) architectural styles used for euro notes.
Assessment:  

Presentations, fact sheet, and “Euro Design” page could be used for formal assessment.

Enrichment:  several “Euro” games can be found 

http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/netstartsearch/euro/kids/index_en.htm
Educational Content Standards

Grade 9/Level I French – Indiana State Standards

9.4.2
Cultures
Examine products, perspectives, and symbols of the target cultures.

9.4.3
Cultures
Examine factors that influence practices, products, and perspectives.

9.6.2
Connections
Use digital media and culturally authentic resources to study target 



cultures.

9.8.4
Communities
Research and present about a local and/or global need that is identified 




as authentic by the cultures of the target language.

Teacher:  Deborah D. Clark


    Lanesville Jr.-Sr. High School


    Lanesville, IN  47136

MEMBER STATE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
You have been chosen to represent your country at Lanesville Jr.-Sr. High School’s mini EU Conference.  Your task is to inform 6th graders about important aspects of your country so they can be successful in the “Who wants to be an EU Member?” contest.   If you complete the following activities well, the students will speed through the questions for your country and quickly move to the next level.  BONNE CHANCE!
1. Decorate the pre-cut outline of your country with its flag and its name in French.

2. Go to the following website to complete the “Member State” chart.
http://europa.eu/abc/european_countries/eu_members/index_en.htm
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